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Recipient Profiles


Chief Mark Foulks
Greenville Fire Department
District 1
Chief Mark Foulks is no stranger to handling emergencies and crisis.  After many years of service with the Knoxville Fire Department where he held the position of Assistant Fire Chief, Foulks took over as Chief of the Greeneville Fire Department. During his tenure there, Chief Foulks has been busy serving the residents of his community and responding to some dangerous situations.
Recently, Chief Foulks was called to Interstate 26 in reference to a crash involving explosives.  He was assigned as the Incident Commander for that situation.  On another occasion, Chief Foulks responded to Elizabethton, TN, to collect samples of an unknown hazardous material.
Chief Foulks was honored this year with the “Outstanding Leadership Award” for his contributions in the Leadership Greene County program.  Chief Foulks is being commended for his brave service to, expertise and participation in Tennessee’s Homeland Security District 1.
Lt. Brian Rice
Johnson City Police Department
District 1
As a member of the Johnson City Police Department, Lieutenant Brian Rice has proven to be an asset to Homeland Security District #1.  
Lt. Rice served many years in the Criminal Investigations Division and recently returned to the road as shift commander for the Johnson City Police Department.  He is the Team Leader for the JCPD’s Explosive Ordinance Unit.  Lt. Rice and his team of explosive technicians have responded to numerous calls of service throughout the district.

Lt. Rice is also an active participant with the Bristol Motor Speedway’s Explosive Ordinance Unit.  His brave service and dedication to keeping residents safe in potentially dangerous situations is truly commendable.

Ed Cate

Knoxville Volunteer Emergency Rescue Squad

District 2
For the past 26 years, Ed Cate has served his community as a firefighter and paramedic, currently serving with the Oak Ridge Fire Department. Cate has also spent more than 20 years as a member of the Knoxville Volunteer Emergency Rescue Squad where he volunteers thousands of hours every year to ensure the safety of his community.  Currently, Cate is the Squad’s Assistant Chief of Special Operations which includes the Water Rescue Team, the Vertical Rescue Team, and the Disaster Medical Team.  Despite his busy schedule, Cate still finds the time to teach others and is an instructor in many different areas of rescue. 

Cate has also been instrumental in the development of the Tennessee Task Force USAR Team.   As program manager for Tennessee Task Force III, he is fostering the inclusion of agencies within the 16 county region.  He works diligently to advance relationships with these agencies.  Through various grants and the support of community business and government leaders, Cate has been instrumental in developing a cache of equipment for emergency preparedness. 

Ed Cate is a person that has left a big footprint in the community touching the lives of everyone in law enforcement/EMS, as well as in his personal and home life.  
Captain Chris Wisecarver

Morristown Police Department

District 2
Captain Chris Wisecarver work throughout Homeland District 2 has been described as “priceless.”  Captain Wisecarver serves with the Morristown Police Department, but is dedicated to making sure all first responders in the district are prepared to react in case of emergency.

Captain Wisecarver has been diligent in coordinating training for tactical and special response units throughout District 2 to address homeland security, and all of it at no cost to the local agencies.  These training courses have helped prepare various units in the region to better recognize threats and respond appropriately.  Personnel from several district agencies have attended training courses which include Tactical Response, Basic and Advanced Spanish, Crisis Negotiation, and Recognizing Fraudulent Documents.

When being nominated, Captain Wisecarver was described as being invaluable.  Without his efforts, providing training at no cost, officers throughout Homeland Security District 2 would not be nearly as well prepared to address any possible security threats.

Sergeant Mark King
Hamilton County Sheriff's Office
District 3
Sergeant Mark King has been with the Hamilton County Sheriff’s Office for 22 years.  In August of last year, Mark was promoted to Sergeant and tasked with the SWAT Team and Homeland Security responsibilities full-time for the agency.

In late 2004, Homeland Security District 3 law enforcement leaders and representatives began exploring the development of a Perimeter Containment Team.  Sergeant King was a part of this important security effort from the beginning and took initiative in the many aspects of developing a program that would address the needs of a 10-county region.  Today nearly 170 officers have completed tactical training in the 10-county region.  
While many leaders and officers have been involved in the success of the Perimeter Containment Team, Sergeant King has truly played a special role in ensuring it has become and remains an exceptional program.  He had been quoted as saying, “The people we serve deserve the best.”  Through his hard work and dedication, he is providing the best.
Bill Tittle 

Hamilton County Emergency Management Agency 
District 3
Bill Tittle serves as Chief of Emergency Management for Hamilton County, a position he has held since 1998.  Bill began his service to Hamilton County EMA as a volunteer, and joined the agency full time after a successful career in private industry.  At the request of Hamilton County EMA Director Don Allen and County Mayor Claude Ramsey, Bill has conducted every Homeland Security Council 3rd District meeting since its inception.  Under Bill’s leadership, every annual spending plan has been unanimously approved, which has provided the entire District with superb response capabilities.
In 2008, Bill took on a leadership role to reestablish an active InfraGard Chapter in Southeast Tennessee. InfraGard is a public and private collaboration dedicated to the protection of our critical infrastructure.  Bill’s dedication has resulted in a rejuvenated chapter with a new slate of officers, regular monthly meetings and rapid member enrollment.
Bill’s colleagues and associates feel privileged to work with him.  He is a highly skilled leader whose contributions to the Homeland Security efforts in the State’s 3rd District have been exceptional.
Roy Gore
Overton County Emergency Services
District 4
Roy Gore is an outstanding individual and a member of the Overton County Emergency Services organization.  Serving the county and its citizens as a dedicated public servant for more than 25 years, Roy currently works as an Emergency Medical Technician with the Overton County Ambulance Service.

In the past year, Roy has worked diligently within the community to educate the residents about the importance of emergency preparedness.  His dedication to that effort has enabled him to build alliances with many partners, including local Department of Education representatives, the Boy Scouts of America and Air-Evac.  Through these partnerships, Roy has cultivated an environment that encourages the citizens of Overton County to remain alert, be prepared and stay informed about potential disasters.

Education is an important effort in the state’s Homeland Security activities.  Roy Gore’s efforts to increase awareness about emergency preparedness and response are to be commended.
Brandon Smith
Putnam County Ambulance Service
District 4
Putnam County’s EMS Director describes Brandon Smith as a, “very hard working and dedicated young man.”  With approximately 11,500 calls per year, which averages out to be 31 requests for service every 24 hours, characteristics such as Brandon’s are necessary to maintain an excellent level of service for the citizens up the Upper Cumberland region.

Through education efforts and emergency response activities, Brandon has exemplified the definition of helping others throughout the last 12 months.  He regularly received and fulfilled requests from the public to speak about a variety of emergency services topics, tailoring each presentation to the specific needs of the group.  Additionally, he taught a number of CPR classes throughout the year.  

His life-saving knowledge and skills has extended from superior performance on the job to superior performance into the community.  
Todd Boyce
CERT Instructor
District 5

Todd Boyce is dedicated to making sure that he knows what to do and how to respond in case of an emergency.  Todd attended the Train the Trainers Class and became a Volunteer CERT Instructor for the Nashville Office of Emergency Management.

CERT stands for Community Emergency Response Team, and members of the program educate people about emergency preparedness and train them in basic disaster response skills, such as fire safety.  Todd joined forces with fellow recipient, Ron Ream, to secure facilities at their churches to host CERT training sessions and recruit volunteers. 

Since 2007, Todd has helped conduct nine training courses.  Through his commitment to serving others, Todd has better prepared his neighbors in case of a disaster. 

Ron Ream
CERT Instructor
District 5

In March of 2007, the Crieve Hall Neighborhood was introduced to the Community Emergency Response Team Program, thanks to efforts by Ron Ream.  After attending the basic course classes, Ron attended the Train the Trainers Classes and became a volunteer instructor for Nashville Office of Emergency Management. 

Ron has been instrumental in securing facilities to host CERT training, recruiting volunteers, and developing the Crieve Hall CERT Team.  In May of 2007, The Crieve Hall CERT Team began monthly training meetings and has participated in the National Night Out Against Crime and a Neighborhood Fire Drill Exercise.  Last year, the CERT Team secured funds through a grant to purchase equipment for training that has since been used to further educate residents about emergency preparedness and response.
The Crieve Hall CERT Team has established a goal of training ten percent of the neighbors in CERT Basic Classes, and with Ron Ream’s dedication, the organization is sure to attain it.
Rod Ballard
Assistant Chief, Manchester Fire & Rescue 
District 6

On December 11, 2007 at 2:15 pm, a call of a motor vehicle accident with injury came into the Manchester Fire & Rescue.  Assistant Chief Rod Ballard, like he’s done so many times before, responded to the scene.  What he found when he got there, was not the typical call as the injured was a fellow first responder.

Manchester Police Department Patrolman Scott Teal, who was off-duty at the time, had been struck by a van while driving his motorcycle.  He was laying in the roadway bleeding from a wound to his neck.  Assistant Chief Ballard applied direct pressure to the wound until EMS officials arrived on the scene and Patrolman Teal was airlifted to an area hospital for further medical attention.  Doctors credit Assistant Chief Ballard’s first response for saving the officer’s life.  
Having dedicated more than 30 years of full-time service to Manchester Fire & Rescue, this act illustrates the dedication and commitment to training and service Rod Ballard has shown throughout his career.  While this incident was unique in the fact that another first responder was involved, Rod’s actions weren’t.  He has remained dedicated to the citizens of which his serves and the fire service profession in general. 
Michael Clements 

Assistant Director, Bedford County EMS 
District 6

Michael Clements is well known in Bedford County.  Since 2001, he has served as the Assistant Director of Bedford County EMS, but his tireless work to keep residents safe goes far beyond his responsibilities as an operation manager.  Michael is often times the first responder on the scene of local emergencies.  

Michael has served as the District 6 Homeland Security Council representative for EMS since its inception.  He is the team leader for the Bedford County Technical Rescue Team, and for the past year, has been an instructor for the State of Tennessee’s Medical First Responder program at the Tennessee Fire & Codes Academy.

With advanced training in cave, swift water, dive and high angle rescues, Michael’s skills are often called upon in disasters.  Recently, he participated in a two-day body recovery from a well in Lincoln County.

Michael is being honored for his dedication to his community and his continuous efforts to train and prepare others in case of disaster.

Steve Jones
Director, Montgomery County EMA

District 7
Steve Jones is the Director of the Montgomery County Emergency Management Agency and has long been known as a leader in preparing the general public and first responders state for all sorts of disasters or acts of terrorism.

Jones played an integral part in creating the North Middle Tennessee Regional Homeland Security Coordinating Committee, the first of its kind in the state.  The Committee is now known as Homeland Security District 7, which is home to more than 2,600 public safety personnel.  

The Homeland Security District 7 meets weekly to discuss activities that may have an impact on public safety.  Jones has been a leader within this group, as Montgomery EMA has hosted these weekly meetings from the start.  Thanks to Jones’ efforts and dedication, the emergency personnel in this area are ready to prevent, protect, respond and recover from incident and events.

Edgar F. Patterson
Chief Deputy, Montgomery County Sheriff’s Department

District 7
Edgar F. Patterson is the Chief Deputy for the Montgomery County Sheriff’s Office.  After 35 years of law enforcement experience, he is hardly an average first responder.  He has been a true technological visionary for Montgomery County as well as Homeland Security District 7.

One of the remarkable achievements of District 7 has been weekly meetings where information is shared, issues are discussed, and decisions are agreed upon by all district stakeholders from local, state, and federal agencies.  Busy schedules, financial restraints and other factors have made these valuable weekly meetings difficult at times.
Realizing the importance of the continued, regular participation of all, Chief Patterson initiated the idea of leveraging homeland security funds to implement video conference capabilities. 
The video conferencing capabilities initially envisioned by Chief Patterson are materializing into a highly developed system.  Chief Patterson has always demonstrated the ability to creatively incorporate new technologies to further advance the planning capabilities of District 7.  He truly exemplifies excellence in the public safety community.
Roy Griggs
Director, Giles County Ambulance Service
District 8

The residents of Giles County can rest well knowing they are in the good hands of Roy Griggs, the Director if the county’s Ambulance Service.  He was won their respect, as well the respect of his employees, for his gentle and kindhearted leadership.

There are many instances that illustrate his dedication as a first responder.  One in particular noted by his nominators involved a frightened, injured little girl.  Initially offering the needed medical aid, he went on to lay down with her in the roadway offering comfort and support until she was transported to an appropriate medical facility.  A gesture of compassion and comfort still recalled to this day by the child and her family.  

Roy Griggs’ many acts of heroism don’t regularly make headlines and few words of thanks will ever be said, but the leaders of Homeland Security District 8 and citizens of Giles County are deeply grateful for what he does.
Barry Whitt
Giles County EMA Director

District 8

Office of Emergency Management Director Barry Whitt plays many important roles in the safety of Giles County and its citizens.  From assisting at motor vehicle crash scenes to fire emergencies to natural disasters, his active participation in rescue operations has helped save numerous lives.  

On April 11, 2008, when a tornado touched down in the Liberty Hill Community, Barry’s comprehensive leadership and responder skills were an important factor in the successful response effort.  Barry was first on the scene, surveying the damage, locating missing persons, and requesting appropriate emergency services.  He immediately set up a effective command post that facilitated the effective coordination of personnel, equipment, communications, facilities, and procedures.  He remained on the scene for three days to ensure the victims were cared for and roadways were clear.  Furthermore, he established a fund and committee to distribute the money to help those who had lost everything.

In nominating Barry Whitt for the First Responder Recognition, his colleagues noted that the strength of Giles County emergency service capabilities are due largely in part to Barry’s personnel commitment.  He is recognized as a great leader, team player and mentor, who dedicates many hours to training and on-the-scene response.  He is truly appreciated for his dedication to Giles County.

Deputy Gary Eddings 
Weakley County Sheriff's Office
District 9
A little before 2:00 p.m., on May 23, Weakley County Sheriff’s Department Deputy Gary Eddings, who was off-duty at the time, was driving along Highway 54 in Weakley County when he came upon a violent crash scene.  Two vehicles had collided in a high speed, head-on collision.  The impact caused one vehicle, a van with six passengers, to catch fire.  

Deputy Eddings was one of three first responders who went into immediate action without another thought.  Risking serious personal injury, he helped pull the six people from the burning vehicle to safety, saving their lives in the process. 
Due to the professionalism and quick action, everyone survived the brutal crash.  We honor the service and courage of Deputy Eddings’ heroic rescue efforts displayed that day.

Jerrel Reasons (Posthumously)
Crockett County EMA Director
District 9
Jerrel Reasons spent a lifetime serving the citizens of Crockett County, the State of Tennessee and the United States.  He took delight in teaching young people lessons in life, as well as in emergency management.  Spending 30 years as the Emergency Management Director of Crockett County, Mr. Reasons responded to every type of operation and dealt with every aspect of emergency management.
Even at the age of 84 and enduring his own struggles with health issues, Mr. Reasons still responded to disasters, including the devastating tornado that struck Union University in February of this year.  He also remained active in the process by sharing his expertise and providing guidance to other county directors and emergency responders in the effort to advance the emergency management system.

On July 15, while still serving as the county’s Emergency Management Director, Mr. Reasons passed away from congestive hear failure.  At his funeral, a church full of grateful people stood to express their appreciation for his help throughout many years of service.  His dedication to the community and the emergency services profession is truly commendable.
Lieutenant Edmond C. Cepparulo (Ret)
Jackson Police Department 

District 10

Lieutenant Edmond Cepparula, Cep as he’s known to his friends, has been an exemplary public servant for more than 30 years.  

After graduating from Union University, Lt. Cepparulo joined the Jackson Police Department.  He served in many capacities during his tenure there, including serving as the agency’s Homeland Security coordinator.  A position he held until his retirement.

As Homeland Security Coordinator, Lt. Cepparulo devoted many hours to developing policy and establishing protocol for the disaster response effort in the area. As a first responder, teacher and dedicated officer, Lt. Edmond Cepparulo has been devoted to ensuring the safety and welfare of Jackson’s citizens.

Michael H. Stanford 

Henderson County EMA & Assistant Fire Chief 

District 10
For more than 30 years, Mike Stanford has unselfishly responded to thousands of disasters where the lives and property of numerous individuals were at stake.  Much of that service has been on a volunteer basis, with his desire to help being the driving force behind his service.
Stanford helped to organize the Henderson County Fire Department in 1977 and assumed the responsibility for the operational guidelines of the agency, which are still followed today and have served as a model for many other agencies.  In the 80s, he served as the department’s Chief and wrote an exemplary five-year fire protection upgrade plan for the county.  Stanford was the first to learn the Incident Command System over 30 years ago, and has taught countless responders about the system and written various policies and procedures still in use today.
This brief overview doesn’t begin to touch the surface of Stanford’s devotion and success in the emergency services arena.  At age 72, Stanford still serves in duel first responder roles as the Henderson County Assistant Fire Chief and the Planner and Training Officer for the Henderson County EMA.  

Mike Stanford serves Henderson County and Homeland Security District 10 as a leader, trainer, organizer, subject matter expert, planner and first responder.  He is a valuable resource and continues to share his vast expertise to improve response efforts in West Tennessee.  He is most certainly deserving of recognition.
Lieutenant James McCaskey
Bartlett Fire Department 

District 11 
On July 22nd, James McCaskey, lieutenant with the Bartlett Fire Department, was enjoying a day at the beach with his family in Perdido Key, Florida.  In the afternoon, Lt. McCaskey noticed a girl who seemed very upset and was trying to obtain help, but not getting a response from anyone in the crowd around her.  At almost the same time, Lt. McCaskey spotted two people out in the water waving and in obvious distress.  
Lt. McCaskey wasted no time launching into to his role as first responder.  Swimming approximately 60 yards from the shore, he found a fatigued man and his son.  The father, who was weak, made an already desperate situation worse by clinging to Lt. McCaskey.  

Luckily, additional responders arrived and brought the man and his son to safety.  While they were both treated and released, Florida Rescue officials made it clear that Lt. McCaskey’s role in the rescue was the deciding factor between life and death.
Sergeant Kenneth Shackleford 

Memphis Police Department 
District 11 / UASI
Sergeant Ken Shackleford has advanced the domestic preparedness of the tri-state region in a unique way.  His experience and interest in video surveillance systems has tremendously advanced technologies supporting the region’s Real Time Crime Center.  

Sgt. Shackleford’s meticulous research has equipped the Center with superior video surveillance product at a reasonable cost.  Through his dedication to the project, he has guided the Center in its efforts to deploy a system that goes far beyond traditional surveillance systems.

His efforts have resulted in the development of an enterprise video standard with a flexible and seamless architecture that allows critical real time information to be available to the response community.  Ultimately, he has provided first responders throughout the area with a safer response environment by giving them better information than they’ve ever had before.

The efforts of Sergeant Shackleford are not the type of performances that generally make headlines.  Most of the time fellow officers, supervisors and others don’t notice such contributions.  However, these “behind the scenes” efforts greatly enhance the domestic preparedness efforts of the region and are truly appreciated.
Trooper Greg Roberts
Tennessee Highway Patrol

District 1
Trooper Greg Roberts has been a Tennessee State Trooper for 21 years.  He has always served the agency with pride and honor.  
Trooper Roberts has always had a special interest in Interdiction Enforcement.  Simply put, Interdiction Enforcement is looking beyond a simple traffic violation to discover criminal activity.  This may lead to the discovery of large amounts of drugs and cash, the arrest of wanted criminals, the recovery of stolen property and the apprehension or tracking of terrorism suspects.  
With the help of a District Captain and a U.S. Attorney, Trooper Roberts formulated the Interdiction Plus Program which has been adopted by the THP and various county and city police departments.  This is a partnership between local, state, and federal law enforcement and an all-crimes approach to traffic enforcement.  The program has had amazing success in its first six months with large drug and cash seizures, along with high profile arrests such as the Brink’s Armed Robbery suspects from Washington DC.  
The number and description of all the criminal activity uncovered by this program is impossible to detail today, but we recognize Trooper Roberts for his dedication to law enforcement and his help in creating such an innovative program which is becoming a model for others to follow.
Trooper William Gregory
Tennessee Highway Patrol

District 3
Trooper William Gregory began his career with the Tennessee Highway Patrol on March 1, 1998, in the Memphis District assigned to Fayette County.  In 2006, Trooper Gregory requested and received a transfer to the Nashville District assigned to Robertson County.  Trooper Gregory was recognized in 2004 for making a traffic stop in which he uncovered weapons, drugs, documents and details of a covert operation.  The case was turned over to the FBI who discovered several storage units that contained weapons and ammo, along with sodium cyanide and pipe bombs.

Trooper Gregory is being nominated for his outstanding accomplishments from numerous traffic stops such as the one previous described.  He continues to take the initiative to look beyond the simple traffic stops in discovering criminal and/or terrorist activities.  Trooper Gregory is a dedicated law enforcement officer and has become a model for others to follow in looking beyond the routine traffic stop.   

Sgt. Larry Lewis
Tennessee Highway Patrol

Liaison to Office of Homeland Security 

Sgt. Larry Lewis has been a member of the Tennessee Highway Patrol since 1987.  He served as a State Trooper in Williamson and Cheatham counties until 1996, where his primary responsibilities were conducting traffic crash investigations including numerous vehicular homicides, and the enforcement and prosecution of motor vehicle and criminal laws.  In 1996, he was selected to serve on the Tennessee Highway Patrol’s Special Operations Unit.  Four years later, Lewis was promoted to the rank of Sergeant in May of 2000 and returned to his hometown in Montgomery County where he was responsible for the daily supervision of up to 12 Troopers in Montgomery, Stewart, and Houston counties.

In March of 2003 Sgt. Lewis returned to the Highway Patrol’s Special Operations Unit as a supervisor, and was selected in August of 2004, to serve as the TN Department of Safety’s Liaison to the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security.   In this capacity, he has represented the Department of Safety and the Office of Homeland Security in numerous terrorism exercises across the state and serves as the State E.O.D.     
Sgt. Lewis is honored for his dedication to protecting and serving all citizens of Tennessee and for his many accomplishments, including serving as the State Program Manager for the Homeland Security Information Network.                             

